
NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
SOUTH BURLINGTON SCHOOL BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2021 
Executive Session at 6:00 p.m. 
Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry, Rebecca Day, Dr. Travia Childs 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Gary Marckres 

 

GUESTS 

Attorney Pietro Lynn 

 

REGULAR SESSION 

The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Bridget Burkhardt called for a motion to enter executive session at 6:06 p.m. to discuss a 
personnel matter and labor negotiations with administrators, teachers and support staff and 
added that it would be significantly disadvantageous to the district not to do so in executive 
session. Alex McHenry made the motion and Brian Minier seconded, a roll call vote was held 
and all were in favor. The Board requested that Gary Marckres and Attorney Pietro Lynn attend 
executive session.  
 

Personnel Matter 

In: 6:06 p.m. 

Out: 6:27 p.m. 

No Action 
 

Discussion Regarding Labor Negotiations with Administrators, Teachers, and Support 

Staff 

In: 6:32 p.m. 

Out: 7:00 p.m. 

No Action 
 
The executive session was closed at 7:00 p.m. 
 

PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry, Rebecca Day, Dr. Travia Childs 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Gary Marckres, Delina Gilroy  

 

GUESTS (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

8 guests 
 
Regular Session 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. 
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Comments and Questions from the Public 

Neil Graham spoke about a freedom of information request (Public Records Request) he sent 

the district regarding Critical Race Theory and district curriculum which has not been answered. 

Bridget Burkhardt asked Mr. Graham to submit written comments to the board. Mr. Marckres 

said he reviewed the request under the freedom of information act and his understanding is that 

a similar public records request was made in May and on May 26 a packet of information was 

provided to Mr. Graham. Gary Marckres said a response will be provided by the middle of next 

week. 

 

Andrew Hamme asked how South Burlington Schools will track the potential 80% vaccine 

requirement to lift the mask requirement? Gary Marckres responded that the district is waiting 

for new guidance from the Agency of Education. He added that the Agency of Education 

contacted the district today and the district will be holding vaccine clinics soon. 

 

Amendments to the Agenda 

There were no amendments to the agenda. Bridget Burkhardt said that Gary Marckres is filling 

in for David Young this evening. 

 

Announcements 

There were no announcements. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

Rick Marcotte Central School/180 Market Street – 180 Market Street work is mostly complete.  

The city hall staff has moved into the new city building. He said when school starts, the School 

Street traffic flow will be evaluated by city and school officials.  

 

Gertrude Chamberlin School Noise Mitigation/Airport – Work is moving forward as scheduled 

with a completion date of August 21. The Gertrude Chamberlin School start date has been 

moved to August 30. 

 

Transition Plan for 577 Dorset Street – The district is working on the lease document with the 

city and David Young is finalizing the work space plan for the transition to 577 Dorset Street with 

Dore and Whittier. The move-in date will be approximately September-November.  

 

COVID-19 Update – The administration is waiting for new guidance from the Agency of 

Education and the Governor about the start of school. The decision on masking will be made 

around August 13. 

 

Community Engagement 

Board members discussed the mini meetings/Zoom Q&A’s they have held to date. Upcoming 

meeting dates can be found on the district website under school board. Board members 

discussed how to get more participation at the drop-in meetings. 

 

Brian Minier and Rebecca Day have not held any meetings this summer and Alex McHenry said 

he has not held a meeting yet but will schedule one. 
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Gary Marckres said that Superintendent Young held a Zoom meeting on July 21 and had 40-50 

participants. The main topic of discussion was what the return to school will look like. On July 31 

the superintendent sent out an update to parents, guardians and staff and on August 2 he sent 

out a communication to parents, guardians, and staff about an employee situation. 

 

Bridget Burkhardt held her summer Zoom call and had one individual attend, Elizabeth 

Fitzgerald. Elizabeth suggested the board/district do a community outreach to senior citizens in 

the community. Bridget Burkhardt’s next Zoom meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 9 from 

9-10 a.m.  

 

The board discussed upcoming Other Paper articles. Brian Minier will write an article this month 

about school reopening. Bridget Burkhardt will reach out to Corey Burdick to discuss upcoming 

Other Paper articles and timelines. 

 

Dr. Travia Childs said Trinity Education Center is opening a youth center for all children in the 

University Mall and they could use some help unloading a truck tomorrow at 1:00 p.m. The 

center is located in the University Mall next to IHOP. 

 

Anti-Racism Initiatives 

School Resource Officer (SRO) Position – Discussion of next steps 

Bridget Burkhardt asked what board members would like to see as a process. Alex McHenry 

would like to see a summary of what the SRO’s do during a typical school day, not the job 

description, but actual data. 

 

Bridget Burkhardt said the board needs to decide what path to take on how to move forward 

with SROs in the schools. Bridget Burkhardt said the board needs to know where the 

community, parents, guardians, students and staff stand on the SRO positions in the schools. 

 

Bridget Burkhardt proposed that a subcommittee of the board work on this process and that the 

process should look similar to what other communities have done. The committee would consist 

of community members, parents, guardians, students, staff, and perhaps board members. 

Rebecca Day and Alex McHenry volunteered to be on the subcommittee from the school board. 

 

The board agreed to the following. 

1. Survey of parents, guardians, and students that asks a set of questions to try and 

determine what their feelings are about SRO in the schools. 

2. Survey of teachers, support staff, and administrators with slightly different questions than 

the ones asked of parents, guardians, and students. 

3. Data request from the police department. Possibly a memo from the police department 

that talks about trends the SRO’s are seeing in the district. (i.e. how many tickets were 

written and how many times SRO’s had to get involved in issues at the schools.) 

4. Data request from the administration. (i.e. SROs writing school tickets for smoking on 

school grounds. Does the administration keep track of this information? Do we have this 

data? How do we actually track this data?) 

5. South Burlington differs from other school districts that pay their SRO’s out of district 

funds. What FTEs and professional development training would the district need to add 

to the budget if we no longer had SRO’s in the buildings?  
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6. Do we feel like we need to hire an outside consultant to guide this process (i.e. someone 

to write surveys and/or plan and facilitate meetings)? This might eliminate the fear of 

repercussions individuals have about speaking directly to the administration or school 

board.  

 

Bridget Burkhardt said all data would be provided to the subcommittee and they would write a 

recommendation for the entire board to discuss and consider. The final outcome would need 

action by the school board. 

 

A member of the audience asked where the public can go to view the SRO’s job descriptions. 

Gary Marckres said it is available on the School District website under Human Resources. 

 

Alex McHenry made the motion to create an SRO task force subcommittee of the school board 

to review the SRO program and positions within the South Burlington School District. Brian 

Minier seconded the motion. A roll call vote was held. All were in favor. The motion was 

approved. 

 

Brian Minier moved that Alex McHenry and Rebecca Day be appointed to the SRO task force 

subcommittee. Dr. Travia Childs seconded the motion. A roll call vote was held. All were in 

favor. The motion was approved. 

 

Policy Review 

Bridget Burkhardt said that Brian Minier and Dr. Travia Childs have created a first draft of an 

equity policy. As requested, Brian Minier has redrafted the policy in Policy Governance format 

and asked Dr. Travia Childs to review. Brian Minier and Dr. Travia Childs will review the draft 

policy and send it to the board prior to the August 18 school board meeting for consideration 

and discussion. 

 

Board Training 

Policy Governance Training Exercise 

The board discussed a rehearsal worksheet titled, “Should the Board Give Its Approval When 

Asked?” 

 

Agenda Planning 

Set agenda for August 18, 2021 school board meeting 

The board discussed the agenda for the August 18 meeting.  

 

Future Agenda Items 

The board discussed future agenda items. 

 

Consent Agenda 

Minutes of meetings of July 7, July 19, and July 26 

The minutes were approved as amended. 

 

Approval of AP Orders #2, #3, and #4 

There were no questions regarding Accounts Payable Orders #2, #3, and #4. 
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Hires/Approval of Teacher Contracts 

▪ Allison Balk, .20 FTE Media Library Specialist at GCS. Allison is being hired to fill the open 

position discussed at the 7/7/21 school board meeting. 

▪ Julia Kilcollins Bowers, 1.0 FTE Special Education Teacher at RMCS. Julia is being hired 

to fill the open position due to the retirement of Bonnie O’Day. 

▪ Elizabeth Finlayson, .20 FTE Music Teacher at GCS. Elizabeth is being hired to fill the 

open position discussed at the 7/7/21 school board meeting. 

▪ Jennifer Goodrich, .20 FTE Art Teacher at GCS. Jennifer is being hired to fill the open 

position discussed at the 7/7/21 school board meeting. 

▪ Blair Guthrie, .20 FTE Social Studies/Personal Finance Teacher at SBHS. Blair is being 

hired in a new position discussed at the 7/7/21 school board meeting. 

▪ Saif Shah, .70 FTE English Teacher at SBHS. Saif is being hired to fill an open position 

due to increased enrollment/student scheduling needs. 

Resignation of Teacher Contracts 
▪ Olivia Kane, 1.0 FTE Elementary Teacher at Gertrude Chamberlin School. 

The consent agenda was approved by consensus. 

 

Accounts Payable Order Checks 
Brian Minier moved and Dr. Travia Childs seconded the motion to approve Accounts Payable 

Order Checks to the Howard Center in the amount of $96,183.72 and Burlington School District 

in the amount of $81,861.68. A roll call vote was held. All were in favor. The motion passed.  

 
Adjournment 
Brian Minier made the motion to adjourn and Dr. Travia Childs seconded the motion. A roll call 

vote was held. All were in favor. The motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 

 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Bridget Burkhardt, Chair    Brian Minier, Clerk 


